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INTRODUCTION

ARCHITECT’S STATEMENT

The La Porte County Public Library had
a vision to make a creative community
space for education and hands-on
experience.

The goal for this project was outlined as
a need to explore the feasibility of
redeveloping the open spaces offered
by the building into a multistory STEAM
lab with makerspaces, a large
classroom, and learning lounge spaces.

The former telephone exchange
building was generously donated to the
La Porte County Public Library (LPCPL)
to serve as a space to expand in 2015.
The historical importance and central
location of the building were assets in
generating community interest and
momentum as the project progressed.

Strategic and creative decisions were
made while working with a limited
budget to ensure all project needs were
accomplished. This project was a truly
collaborative effort between the owner,
design team, and consultants to
transform this dream for the community
into a reality.



INTRODUCTION

Design elements and preserved
historical details nod to the building’s
history as a telephone exchange as well
as its use as a makerspace.

The wall display behind the reception
desk spans the room and emulates a
switchboard with the connections and
switches, which light up. Industrial
finishes, such as concrete flooring and
exposed ductwork are featured
throughout the building.

Additional details which remind us of the
building's original function can be found
in the millwork, signage, and stairways.
Though the building's purpose has
changed, the aspect of human
connection continues to resonate.



INTRODUCTION

SITE PLAN

Upper Level: Main Level: Lower Level:
Entrance Lounge Staff Office
Coffee bar/lounge Meeting Room Break Room
Makerspace Video and recording studios Staff Offices
Program space Storage

Kitchen Collaboration space
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